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SUBJ: ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER STANDS FAST 

1 . SUMMARY: ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER SAYS HE WILL RESIST 
PRESSURES TO RIG FORTHCOMING REFERENDUM. EMBASSY THINKS 
HE IS SINCERE BUT RIGGING ELECTIONS IS A WELL-DEVELOPED 
ART IN GHANA AND HE MAY CONCEIVABLY BE OUTMANEUVERED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. POLOFF CALLED ON ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER JUSTICE I.K. 

ABBAN MARCH 7 TO RENEW CONTACT BEFORE MARCH 30 REFERENDUM 
ON UNION GOVERNMENT AND TO CHECK OUT REPORTS THAT ABBAN HAD 
BEEN SENT ON INDEFINITE LEAVE BECAUSE HE REFUSED TO HELP 

RIG REFERENDUM. 

3. ABBAN ADMITTED WITH A SMILE THAT HE HAD ALSO HEARD 
RUMORS HE WAS TO BE PUT OUT TO PASTURE BUT SAID THAT THERE 
WAS NO TRUTH TO THEM. HE PLANS TO STAY ON AND DO HIS 

JOB; HE SAID HE WOULD RESIGN BEFORE ALLOWING ANY IRREGULARITIES 
IN REFERENDUM. ASKED WHETHER PRESSURES HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO 
BEAR ON HIM TO MAKE SURE UNION GOVERNMENT IS ENDORSED ON 
MARCH 30, HE INDICATED THAT THIS IS INDEED THE CASE. 

HOWEVER, HE STATED FIRMLY, HE PLANS TO STAND FAST AGAINST 
PRESSURES AND WILL DO ALL HE CAN TO KEEP REFERENDUM HONEST. 
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4. REVIEWING DETAILED PROCEDURES GOVERNING BALLOTING, 

ABBAN SAID THAT IF THEY ARE FOLLOWED CORRECTLY IT WILL 
BE NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO RIG REFERENDUM. ASKED IF 

THUGS FROM PEACE AND SOLIDARITY COUNCIL OR FROM OTHER PRO- 
UNION GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS MAY TRY TO INTIMIDATE VOTERS, 
ABBAN ADMITTED THIS IS ALWAYS A POSSIBILITY BUT OBSERVED 
THAT RETURNS FROM GIVEN POLLING PLACES CAN BE INVALIDATED 
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IF REGULATIONS ARE VIOLATED, D.G. BY THREAT OR USE OF 
FORCE. RECALLING TIME, EFFORT AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE (FOR 
PURCHASE OF NEW VW TRUCKS FOR ELECTORAL COMMISSION) WHICH 
HAVE GONE INTO PREPARATIONS FOR REFERENDUM, ABBAN SAID IT 
WOULD BE A GREAT SHAME AND A GREAT WASTE IF IT WERE CONDUCTED 
DISHONESTLY. HE EXPRESSED A GUARDED CONFIDENCE THAT ALL 
WOULD GO WELL. 

5. COMMENT: ABBAN IS REPUTED TO BE A MAN OF GREAT INTEGRITY 
AND CONSIDERABLY ABILITY, TRAITS WHICH WERE CLEARLY EVIDENT 
DURING THIS INTERVIEW. ABOUT 44 YEARS OLD, HE WAS A HIGH 
COURT JUDGE FROM 1970 UNTIL MID- 1977 WHEN HE WAS NAMED 
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER. HE SEEMS DEDICATED TO KEEPING 
REFERENDUM ABOVE BOARD, BUT RIGGING ELECTIONS IS A WELL- 
DEVELOPED ART IN GHANA AND HIS SINCERITY MAY BE NO MATCH 
FOR THE WILES OF PRO-UNION GOVERNMENT FORCES. 

SMITH 
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